To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hardingstone 

Rural  District  Council. 


MAY,  1924. 

Gentlemen, 

1 beg  to  present  my  ANNUAL  REPORT  for  the  year  1923. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  32,542  acres. 

The  population  for  1921  was  7,480,  the  estimated  population  for  1923  is  7,643,  an  increase 
over  1922  of  only  33.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  for  1921  was  285  Dwelling  and 
1,845  Working-class.  In  1922,  6 houses  and  2 bungalows  were  built  and  ready  for  occupation  ; 
in  1923,  10  houses  and  2 bungalows  were  built. 

The  number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  in  1921  was  2,139. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  is  £69,689.  A sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  is 
£290. 

During  the  year  there  were  117  births — 59  male,  58  female.  6 male  and  3 female  were 
illegitimate. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  year  was  15-3  per  1,000  population.  That  for  England  and  Wales 
was  19’7. 

Deaths  totalled  88  : 47  men  and  41  women. 

This  is  equal  to  a death-rate  of  11.5,  which  is  exactly  the  same  as  that  for  England  and 
Wales. 

No  women  died  in  child-birth  or  from  diseases  connected  with  child-birth. 

Seven  infants  under  1 year  died  : 4 from  Congenital  Debility  or  Prematurity,  2 from 
Measles  and  Broncho  Pneumonia.  Two  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  illegitimate  children. 
These  infant  deaths  make  a ratio  of  59  per  1,000  births. 

The  following  figures  are  drawn  from  the  Registrar’s  monthly  returns  of  deaths  and  are 
not  corrected  for  transferable  deaths  : — Under  1 year  7 deaths,  over  1 year  2,  over  2 years  2, 
over  5 years  2,  over  10  years  1,  over  20  years  4,  over  .30  years  3,  over  40  years  3,  over 
50  years  8,  over  60  years  11,  over  70  years  22,  over  80  years  15,  and  4 over  90  aged  respect- 
90,  92,  93,  95. 

There  were  2 suicides  in  the  district.  One  a cut  throat  at  Roade  ; the  other,  a North- 
ampton man  by  drowning. 

One  small  boy  belonging  to  Northampton  was  accidently  drowned  in  the  canal. 

Two  males  and  1 female  died  from  Measles,  1 from  Scarlet  Fever,  1 from  Diphtheria, 
2 from  Influenza,  4 from  Consumption,  3 men  and  5 women  from  Cancer,  1 man  and  4 women 
from  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  3 men  and  5 women  from  Heart  Disease,  9 men  and  7 women 
from  Diseases  of  the  Arteries.  Only  1 woman  died  from  Bronchitis  and  4 men  from 
Pneumonia. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  or  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  .•  — 

Diphtheria  6,  Scarlet  Fever  51,  Pneumonia  9,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorium  1 (a  very  mild 
case  treated  at  Northampton  Hospital),  Erysipelas  1,  Tuberculosis  of  Lungs  8 ; 4 males  and 
4 females  aged  respectively  10,  23,  27,  27,  17,  43,  44,  59.  One  girl  with  Tubercular  Glands 
was  notified. 
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With  the  exception  of  Scarlet  Fever  there  has  been  very  little  infectious  disease,  but  that 
has  been  very  troublesome,  continually  springing  up  again  when  we  thought  it  had  be^n  got 
rid  of.  Eight  cases  were  at  Braheld,  3 at  Cogenhoe,  1 at  Castle  Ashby,  3 at  Denton,  4 at 
Hackleton,  1 at  Horton.  17  at  Hardingstone,  2 at  Wootton,  12  at  Yardley  Hastings.  27  cases 
were  treated  at  the  Fever  Hospital  including  2 cases  from  the  Northampton  Rural  District. 


With  regard  to  the  reports  on  Infectious  Disease  cases  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Harper, 
attention  is  drawn  to  the  lack  of  proper  accommodation  in  some  cottages.  In  certain  cottages 
there  are  only  one  or  two  bedrooms  amongst  a family  of  six  or  more.  This,  of  necessity,  must 
lead  to  children  of  both  sexes  sleeping  in  the  same  room.  In  three,  cottages  visited  there  was 
only  one  bedroom,  and  oddly  enough,  the  families  were  all  of  the  same  size  — two  adults  and 
four  children.  In  one  cottage  the  four  children  slept  in  the  living  room,  in  the  other  two  they 
all  slept  in  the  same  room.  The  state  of  these  cottages  was  fair. 

In  eight  other  cottages  there  were  only  two  bedrooms,  and  like  the  above,  large  families 
of  four  or  more  children.  Two  of  these  cottages  were  in  very  bad  condition,  four  were  in  fair 
and  two  in  good  condition.  Two  families  consisted  of  two  adults  and  four  children,  five 
families  consisted  of  two  adults  and  five  children,  and  one  family  of  four  adults  and  six 
children. 


No  provision  is  made  by  the  Council  for  nursing  arrangements  in  the  district  for  general 
cases.  Each  village  or  adjacent  villages  subscribe  to  the  Nursing  Association  for  a nurse,  all 
those  persons  who  have  thus  subscribed  are  then  entitled  to  her  services  if  required  during  the 
year,  she  also  attends  maternitj'  cases  as  well,  and  as  such,  is  under  the  authority  of  the 
County  Council.  There  are  seven  certified  midwives  in  the  district.  For  infectious  diseases 
no  home  nursing  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Council.  The  District  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  can,  if  necessary,  call  in  a nurse  with  the  authority  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  from  the  Northamptonshire  District  Nursing  Association,  for  measles  cases.  When 
possible,  if  measles  cases  are  not  very  prevalent,  she  can  be  used  for  special  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough  and  Diarrhoea  in  young  children,  and  in  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  Cases  of 
Tuberculosis,  if  found  suitable,  are  treated  at  Rushden  Sanatorium.  Urgent  maternitj'  cases 
for  operation  and  all  kinds  of  emergency  cases  are  treated  at  the  Northampton  General  Hospital 
where  they  are  admitted  on  receipt  or  promise  of  an  in-patient  letter. 

The  Council  possesses  a Fever  Hospital  at  Hardingstone,  consisting  of  two  wards  of  eight 
beds  each,  also  they  have  three  railway  huts  containing  eight  beds  for  Small-pox  cases,  fenced 
off  in  a separate  part  of  the  grounds. 


AmhiUance  facilities  : For  Fever  cases  a horse-drawn  van  is  kept  at  the  Fever  Hospital. 
There  are  no  ambulance  facilities  for  ordinary  cases.  Patients  are  generally  removed  by 
motor  or  by  the  Red  Cross  Ambulance  from  Northampton. 

All  pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations  are  made  at  the  Northampton  General 
Hospital. 

Antitoxin  for  Diphtheria  is  supplied  by  arrangement  from  the  Northampton  General 
Hospital  on  the  order  of  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


MR.  HARPER'S  REPORT. 

Public  Health  Staff.  1 Medical  Officer  of  Health.  1 Sanitarj^  Inspector. 
Hoxisiny.  Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year — 10,  and  2 bungalows. 


UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

Inspection  1.  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  ...  ...  99 

2.  Number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Regulation,  1910  ...  99 

3.  Number  of  houses  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  3 

4.  Number  of  houses  found  not  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  81 


Houses  cleansed  and  whitewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Houses  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Drains  I’e-constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Drains  amended  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

New  Closets  built  and  connected  to  sewer  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Closets  amended  and  cleaned  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Ruofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Pumps  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Wells  cleaned  out  and  amended  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Sewers  amended  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Accumulations  of  ashes  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cesspits  cleaned  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  as  the  result  of  informal  action  ...  ...  81 


ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS. 

Peocbedings  under  Section  28  op  the  Housing  & Town  Planning  Act,  1919. 

Number  of  houses  in  which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  Legal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  . ...  3 

Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Number  of  houses  in  which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied...  78 
Number  of  houses  in  whicli  defects  were  remedied  by  owners  ...  ...  76 

No  Closing  Orders  were  made  or  determined. 

No  Demolition  Orders  were  made. 

Plans  were  passed  for  the  following 

Houses  built  by  private  enterprise 
Bungalows  built  by  private  enterprise 
Houses  in  course  of  erection 
Bungalows  in  course  of  erection 

Other  Plans  passed 

Petrol  Store  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Additions  and  alterations  to  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

New  closets  and  lavatories  ...  ‘ ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

WATER  SUPPLY. — The  Water  Supply  has  been  very  good  both  in  quantity  and  quality. 
A new  well  was  sunk  at  Wootton  at  considerable  expense,  but  had  to  be  abandoned  owing  to 
the  failure  of  finding  water. 

The  sewage  schemes  in  the  district  are  in  good  order,  and  the  farms  and  other  schemes  in 
a satisfactory  condition  with  the  exception  of  Milton  ; alterations  and  additions  to  Milton 
Sewage  Farm  are  anticipated. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION.— The  Slaughter-houses  have  been  visited  periodically,  also  other 
places  where  food  is  kept  for  sale.  No  diseased  or  unsound  meat  was  found. 


The  following  Inspections  were  made 
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32 
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3 

Factories  and  Workshops 

7 

0 

Pigsties 

9 

2 

Nine  persons  received  Certificates  to  carry  on  the  trade  of  Cow-keeper  and  Daiijman 
during  the  year. 

The  following  received  attention  : — 

Foul  ditches  cleaned  out  ...  ...  •«.  ••• 

Dangerous  buildings  reported  ...  ...  •••  ^ 

Houses  disinfected 

Schools  disinfected  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. — There  are  3 offensive  trades — 1 Knacker’s  Yard,  1 Tallow 
Melting  Works,  1 Gut  Scraping  Works  (about  which  complaints  were  received  concerning 
the  smell  of  burning  refuse).  The  foreman  informed  me  a new  system  of  tanks  an(i  filter 
beds  was  going  to  be  put  in.  One  Knacker’s  Yard  has  been  giv'en  up. 

The  premises  for  the  keeping  and  sale  of  Petrol  and  Calcium  Carbide  have  been  visited 
from  time  to  time  and  the  Petroleum  Acts  complied  with.  Four  new  licences  were  granted 
during  the  year. 


Yours  faithfully. 


H.  F.  PERCIVAL. 


